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Recorder, BoomWhacker, and Percussion Arrangement  

The Lion Sleeps Tonight 
 
Teaching guidelines: 
 
There is something for everyone in this arrangement.   Your best recorder players can 
learn the melody, good recorder players can learn the 2nd and 3rd parts, students 
with excellent rhythm can add percussion parts (unlimited possibilities) and the 
BoomWhacker accompaniment.  
 
When I taught this to the class in the video, I used the following process: 
Other than the recorder melody, all parts were taught with ostinatos written on the 
board (including recorder parts 2 and 3). 
 
I encouraged students to memorize their repeated pattern so they could watch and 
listen better. 
Those playing the recorder melody used sheet music during the performance.  
 
Those playing the boomwhacker part must be chosen carefully!   The pattern is very 
intuitive for some, but very difficult for others.  It’s VERY easy once you get the hang 
of it- the rhythm is a triplet swing feel, RR LL RR LL (see pdf music). 
 
I added guitar, but it’s not necessary.  Ukelele, piano, mallet instruments, anything can 
join in.  The progression is a never-ending G, C, G, D.  
 
Please give me feedback if you think the product or directions could be improved. 
ENJOY! 
 
video of the finished product- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0iq6QxRoBs 


